Media release
31 January 2019

More restorative care places welcomed
Leading Age Services Australia (LASA), the voice of aged care, has welcomed a boost to
Short Term Restorative Care Places, announced today by Senior Australians and Aged
Care Minister Ken Wyatt.
The Minister says the $58 million annual funding boost means the number of older
Australians receiving restorative care each year will almost triple - from 3,088 to 8,125 with expanded programs increasing care places from 475 to 1,250.
LASA Chief Executive Officer Sean Rooney says the program will assist older Australians
to maintain their independence by providing tailored care plans focused on re-ablement
strategies such as strengthening exercises, physiotherapy and occupational therapy,
along with home and furniture modifications.
“Any move that supports older Australians to receive the care that best meets their
specific needs is welcome.
“As the Baby Boomer generation moves into retirement there is a growing demand and
expectation in the community that older people will have genuine choice about ageing
well, and that this choice will be supported.
“These programs will support older Australians who choose to live at home to maintain the
activities that provide meaning to their lives.
“However, this announcement is only one step and the Government must do more to
ensure older Australians are getting the care they need.
“Providing levels of funding that truly reflect the increasing costs and growing demand for
age services is the only way we can guarantee the growing and changing needs of older
Australians in all types of care settings are met.
“There is much more work to do if we are to realise this objective.”

About Leading Age Services Australia (LASA)
LASA is the national peak body representing and supporting providers of age services
across residential care, home care and retirement living. Our purpose is to enable a high
performing, respected, and sustainable age services industry delivering accessible,
affordable, quality care and services for older Australians.
We represent providers of age services of all types and sizes located across Australia’s
metropolitan, regional and rural areas. Consistent with the overall industry profile, 57% of
our Members are not-for-profit providers, 33% are for-profit providers and 10% are
government providers.
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Our diverse and representative membership gives LASA the ability to speak with
credibility and authority on issues of importance to older Australians and the age services
industry.
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