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WA CARE & AGEING EXPO SUCCESS LEADS TO 2018 SHOW 

 

Following the success of the inaugural Care & Ageing Expo in Perth, Leading 

Age Services Australia has announced dates for a 2018 expo. 

 

It will be held at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre on August 4 and 

5, 2018. 

 

Richard Campbell, organiser of the expo, said if there was one thing that 

became abundantly clear at the first Care & Ageing Expo in Perth on July 29 

and 30, was that middle-aged children aren’t talking to their parents about 

what the future holds for them in their later years. 

 

And even more scary, they are uncomfortable about raising the issue with 

their mum and dad. 

 

Richard said the expo was the first of its kind in Australia and this year had 

attracted more than 60 exhibitors. Many of them had already expressed 

interest in booking stands for next year. 

 

“The feedback I received from exhibitors is that there is a great deal of thirst 

for information on what’s available,” Richard said. 

 

“Both in the lead up to the show and while the show was on, I spoke to many 

people in their 50s and 60s who were anxious or uncertain about what the 

future held for their parents who were in their 70s or 80s. 

 

“I asked several of them if they would be coming along with their parents 

and was really surprised to find that they were reluctant to invite them to the 

expo. 

 

“They either presumed their parents already had their latter years planned 

for, or they thought their mum or dad would be offended at any suggestion 

they should start thinking about the next stage of their life. 

 

“The sad thing is that a fall or a sudden realisation that elderly parents are no 

longer able to care for themselves makes it hard to consider options in a 

timely manner.” 

 

Richard said both the seminars and the range of exhibitors at this year’s expo 

showed how diverse the aged care market was becoming with a far greater 

range of in-home care options and residential aged care homes. 

 



While it was great that there were now services available for all sorts of needs 

that took into consideration cultural diversity, dementia care, the wide range 

of lifestyle villages, residential care facilities, home care services and much 

more, it required time to consider those options – something that was a luxury 

when pressure was on make significant lifestyle changes. 

 

“We really need to find a way to begin discussions with our parents about 

what they are contemplating. 

 

“Many of them don’t even contemplate anything other than living in their 

own homes until they die. 

 

“And when that is no longer an option it can lead to some very awkward 

conversations,” he said. 

 

Sean Rooney, CEO of Leading Age Services Australia (LASA), the national 

peak body representing providers of age services, said that it was timely for 

LASA to create the Care and Ageing Expo to showcase the wide range of 

services available to our ageing population. 

 

“The whole of the aged care industry now has a much broader responsibility 

in terms of helping consumers understand the options available to them as 

we enter an unprecedented period of competition and choice,” Sean said. 

 

“Now more than ever, the consumer has the opportunity to compare the 

market and make an informed decision about their aged care. 

 

“It can be bewildering, particularly when these kinds of decisions are 

suddenly thrust on elderly parents and their middle-aged children to be able 

to have a meaningful conversation and to reach the best decision for each 

family. 

 

“In a society where we plan for most of the major events in our lives 

–  birthdays, milestones, weddings, retirement and even funerals – we are still 

reluctant to plan for what can be the most vulnerable time in our lives – our 

aged care.  

 

“It’s a conversation that can be stressful and confronting for both the person 

concerned and their family and/or carers, but clarity around these important 

decisions provides reassurance in knowing that a loved one’s voice has been 

heard and their wishes are being fulfilled.” 

 

Communication will be a key issue at the 2018 Care & Ageing Expo which is 

scheduled to be held at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre on 

August 4 and 5. 

 



“We are already planning our seminars for next year to hopefully appeal to 

parents and their children to be able to sit down together and plan their 

futures together,” Sean said. 

 

To arrange interviews or for more information contact Newton Ganska 

Communications at info@newtonganska.com.au or on 08 6468 4489 
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