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Wednesday 19 April 2017 
 

Intention to strengthen aged care funding welcomed 

 Minister for Aged Care Ken Wyatt releases report into alternative aged care funding 
models 

 LASA has been a long-standing advocate for a more sustainable and stable residential 
aged care funding model 

 LASA continues to advocate the views of our Members in reforming the current funding 
instrument 

 
Australia’s peak age services body, Leading Age Services Australia (LASA), today welcomed the 
Federal Government’s intention to strengthen residential aged care funding following the release 
of a report into alternative aged care funding models. 
 
LASA CEO Sean Rooney said LASA was pleased that the Government had listened to providers 
about the need to review the current Aged Care Funding Instrument (ACFI). 
 
“LASA has been advocating for a considerable period of time that a more sustainable and stable 
funding model for aged care needs to be developed,” Mr Rooney said. 
 
“A lack of funding certainty is stifling aged care investment at a time when the sector needs to 
expand services to meet the demands of a rapidly ageing Australia. 
  
“The aged care sector needs a sustainable funding strategy to ensure Australia has an accessible, 
affordable, quality aged care system.” 
 
The Wollongong University report, Alternative Aged Care Assessment, Classification System and 
Funding Models, sets out a range of residential aged care funding model options for consideration.  
 
Mr Rooney said in part the report responds to LASA’s repeated advocacy for improved funding 
arrangements for aged care.  
 
“LASA has represented our Members views in working cooperatively with the University of 
Wollongong to explore funding model options outlined in the report. 
 
“To progress our Members interests, LASA’s Residential Aged Care Funding Working Group, 
Policy and Advocacy Team and Residential Aged Care Principal Advisor will work together to bring 
our Members views to the table as new funding options are further developed with Government 
and other stakeholders.” 
 
Mr Rooney said it was critical that the Aged Care Legislated Review currently underway consider 
the findings of this report. 
 
“LASA insists that the Review must address funding sustainability and consider the many 
elements that make up the true and full cost of the provision of aged care services.” 
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