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Monday 21 November 2016 

Aged care staffing levels are a big issue for industry 

Leading Age Services Australia CEO Sean Rooney said staffing levels across all care categories 

are a big issue for the aged care industry now and will become an even bigger with growing 

demand for services. 

Mr Rooney said LASA believes it is important for staff levels to be maintained across the spectrum 

of aged care roles – the industry needs a workforce with the right skills and attributes to provide the 

high quality of care older Australians deserve.  

“Regional and metropolitan aged care providers offer a range of services and their residents have 

diverse needs, therefore the workforce capacity required will be different and unique to the 

locality,” Mr Rooney said. 

 

The enormous demand for aged care services and corresponding workforce is fast becoming one 

of the biggest challenge facing the sector. 

 

Mr Rooney said jobs are under threat across the residential aged care sector due to the Turnbull 

Government stripping $1.8 billion of funding from the aged care budget. 

 

“Providers who employ health professionals – including nurses and physiotherapists - under 

current funding arrangements have told us that they will not be able to maintain their staffing levels 

when these cuts come into effect, Mr Rooney said. 

 

“The people who will be impacted most by the funding cuts - in fact are the target of these funding 

cuts - are the frailest older Australians suffering from chronic pain, degenerative disease, severe 

arthritis and complex wounds. 

 

“These cuts jeopardise the delivery of high quality aged care, threaten jobs and endanger the 

health of older Australians.” 

 

Mr Rooney said what is inexplicable is that these cuts are being made at a time when the 

Government is reviewing aged care funding mechanisms, reviewing the success of aged care 

reforms implemented over the last few year. 

 

“These reviews will no doubt herald significant changes for aged care funding. So it does not make 

sense to start making changes to aged care funding mechanisms now while these reviews are 

underway.” 
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