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Minister for Aged Care Sussan Ley opens LASA National 
Congress 
 
 Minister for Aged Care Sussan Ley opens LASA National Congress, joins Shadow Aged 

Care Minister Helen Polley and Australian Greens Senator Rachel Siewert in Q&A panel 

 Debate comes at a critical time, following planned $3.1 billion funding cuts 
 
An unprecedented debate between all sides of Federal politics on Australia’s aged care reforms will 
take place on the Gold Coast today at the opening of Leading Age Services Australia (LASA) National 
Congress, Australia's biggest age services event. 
 
The Minister for Health and Aged Care, Sussan Ley, will deliver a Ministerial address at LASA’s 
National Congress and then join a Q&A Panel discussion with the Shadow Assistant Minister for 
Ageing Senator Helen Polley and Australian Greens Senator Rachel Siewert on the future of 
Australia’s aged care sector. 
 
LASA Chief Executive Officer Sean Rooney, said today’s political discussion comes at a critical time 
for age services in Australia with a growing ageing population, significant change being rolled out 
across the sector by Government, and funding pressures creating uncertainty and affecting 
investment in the sector. 
 
“There are currently 3.6 million Australians aged over 65 and this number is predicted to more than 
double in coming decades,” Mr Rooney said.  
  
“Over the next 10 years, Australia urgently needs capital investment of $33 billion to supply 76,000 
additional aged care beds for a rapidly ageing population. 

“The sector needs appropriate government policies to ensure the needs of older Australians are able 
to be met, now and into the future.” 

Mr Rooney said the age services industry welcomes the involvement of the Minister, Senator Polley 
and Senator Siewert in LASA’s National Congress and looks forward to them engaging in a frank and 
productive dialogue with LASA members and other Congress participants on the key issues regarding 
ageing in Australia. 
 
“LASA welcomes the opportunity to continue working with the Government and all sides of politics to 
ensure accessible, affordable, quality aged care services for older Australians.” 

More than 110 presenters will share their expertise and insights with an audience of over 1000 at this 
year’s three-day LASA National Congress, covering topics ranging from business management, 
funding, ongoing challenges and opportunities with consumer directed care, technology integration 
and the delivery of quality services.  

A Gruen-style interactive panel discussion about marketing and advertising on Tuesday afternoon will 
entertain, inform and enable aged care providers to reenergise their marketing initiatives and embrace 
new ways of engaging potential customers.     
 
Media Contact:   Ashley Oliver 0458 011 009  ashleyo@lasavictoria.asn.au 
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